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	EDMONTON - The air tanker that crashed near Cranbrook this week went down during a difficult manoeuvre, says the manager of the Edmonton company that owned the plane. 
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Air Spray Lockheed Ekectra 
(Company photo) 
Air Spray's Richard Covlin says it appears the four-engine Lockheed Electra was on its second run over a small forest fire when it crashed. 

Covlin says air tanker pilots fly at no more than 45 metres above the ground during parts of the water bombing run – which gives them very little time to deal with an emergency. 

Another Air Spray water bomber crashed two years ago, killing two people, he says. 

Covlin says investigators believe that crash was probably caused by a stall and spin of the aircraft close to the ground. 

The remains of one of the pilots of the latest accident has been recovered, but crews are still searching for the second victim. 
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Crash site
They have been identified as 41-year-old Ian MacKay of Rossland, B.C. and his 36-year-old co-pilot Eric Ebert from the Toronto area. 

Transportation Safety Board spokesperson Peter Murphy says investigators don't have to much to work with. The aircraft did not carry a "black box" data recorder, and only have the wreckage to go through – and he notes most of that is in small pieces. 

Meanwhile, U.S. forest firefighters are sending their condolences to their Canadian colleagues and to the families of the two pilots. 

U.S. Fire Information Officer Chris Erikson says the crash of the water bomber affects everyone involved in fighting forest fires – on both sides of the border. 
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