Why Are Nails Sized By The "Penny" 

The length of a nail is identified by it's "penny size". During the middle ages, nails in England were sold by the hundred. The size of the nail determined the price. Nails that sold for sixpence a hundred were called "sixpenny" nails. Later the letter "d" was used as shorthand for the word penny. The letter "d" came from the Latin "denarius", a Roman penny.  Below is a Penny Gauge that shows the length of nails in inches. Also note that as the penny size increases, so does the thickness of the nail. 
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