Wood comparisons on a 15 point scale for:

Cost (1 least - 15 most expensive), 

Density (1 lightest density – 15 most dense), 

Workability (1 easiest – 15 most difficult), and 

Finishing (1 easiest – 15 most difficult).

Information taken from “Woodworkers Guide To Wood” by Rick Peters.

	Wood Type
	Average Cost
	Wood Density
	Workability
	Finishing Ease


Alder, Red 

Ash Am.

Aspen Am.

Balsa


Basswood

Beech, Am.

Birch, yellow

Blackwood, Australian


Bocote

Box Elder

Bubinga

Butternut

Cedar, Eastren Red

Ceder, Spanish

Cedar, Westren Red

Chakte Kok

Chechem

Cherry, Black

Chestnut, Am.

Cypress, Bald

Douglas Fir

Ebony

Elm, Am. White

Goncalo Alves

Gum, Sweet

Hickory

Holly

Imbuya

Iroko

Jarrah

Jatoba

Kingwood

Koa

Lacewood

Larch, Euro.

Lauan

Locust, Honey

Mahogany, African

Mahogany, Big Leaf

Maple, Hard
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Maple, Soft

Oak, Am. Red

Oak, Am. White

Oak, Silky

Osage Orange

Padauk, African

Pear

Pecan

Pine, Eastren White

Pine, Ponderosa

Polar, Yellow

Purpleheart

Redwood, Cali.

Rosewood

Sassafras

Satinwood, Ceylon

Snakewood

Spruce, Sitka

Teak

Walnut, Black

Wenge

Willow, Black

Zebrawood

Zircote
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